Patient acceptance of mastectomy for cancer.
Of 300 women who had mastectomy for breast carcinoma, 278 (93 percent) responded to a questionnaire about how well they accepted loss of a breast. Of those responding, 73 percent stated that they had no appreciable adverse reaction to the extent of the operation. Twenty patients (7 percent) cited major work, social or sexual problems resulting from mastectomy. Among the 20, sexual problems--cited by 85 percent--predominated. Four (1 percent) of the 278 patients expressed major dissatisfaction with the cosmetic result of an external prosthesis. Two of these patients and four others had surgical reconstruction of the breast, which was satisfactory in five.